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6a 
COUNCIL MEETING 

 
25th SEPTEMBER 2017 

 
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC FOR ORAL REPLY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1.      From Sam Russell to the Leader of the Council 

 
At the next meeting of the Executive, a decision is due to be taken regarding the 
future of Community Vision and Blenheim Nurseries. As the decision could involve 
the cessation of a directly council operated service, would the Leader consider 
referring the decision to a meeting of the Full Council? 
 

2. From Rhian Kanat to the Portfolio Holder for Education, Children and Families 
 
Recent LGA figures indicate a shortfall of 2,631 secondary school places in Bromley 
by 2022. How long has the Council been aware of a shortage of secondary school 
places in the Borough, and what actions have the Council taken and what are the 
Council's plans to address this shortage? 
 

3.   From Stephen & Diana Evans to the Portfolio Holder for Renewal and 
Recreation 
 
The post-redevelopment pavements on Beckenham High Street have been taken by 
restaurants for tables, chairs, plants, boxes and A-boards in an unregulated manner 
and are now, in such instances, narrower than pre-redevelopment.  They present 
obstructions for the sight-impaired, disabled, those with walking-aids or prams.  Who 
polices the restaurants' behaviour? 
 

4. From Julie Ireland to the Portfolio Holder for Education, Children and Families 
 
The Council’s auditors have presented their audit report for 2015/16 with a qualified 
conclusion.   One reason was the failure of the Council’s Children’s Services 
Department to make the improvements requested by Ofsted following the Inadequate 
rating the department received.   Would the portfolio holder please list the areas in 
which those improvements had not been made within the time frame of the auditors’ 
report and state whether those improvements are now in place?   
 

5.     From Dr Brian Philp to the Portfolio Holder for Renewal and Recreation 
 
With Bromley's sad history of heritage destruction, as at The Rookery, High Elms 
Mansion, the attempt to destroy the Priory/Outbuildings and the closure of its only 
museum in 2016, does our Council agree that the totally unnecessary demolition of 
the listed Vestry, an integral part of the Battle of Britain Chapel, will be another nail in 
the coffin of Bromley's heritage? 
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6.     From Ms Anna Brett to the Portfolio Holder for Education, Children and 
Families 

Regarding the proposed closure of Community Vision Nursery in Penge, please can 
you explain how the combined loss of £348,000.00 has been arrived at for the two 
nurseries facing closure? This figure was stated in a letter to parents dated 28/06/17. 
Our FOI applications for this information are overdue.  

7. From Ian Catchpole to the Portfolio Holder for Education, Children and 
Families 

 
Before the recent publicity, was the Council aware of St. Olave’s Grammar School’s 
policy on withdrawing places to children entering year 13, if so when did they become 
aware, did they agree with the school’s policy, and what contact has the council had 
following the recent publicity in the media?” 
  

8.  From Dr Josh King to the Portfolio Holder for Education, Children and Families 
 
What is the Council’s position on the initial decision taken by St Olave’s School to 
throw out some 6th formers half way through their A level studies? 
 

9.  From Richard Watts to the Portfolio Holder for Education, Children and 
Families 
 
What is the role of the LA in the governance of St Olave's, a church foundation 
school? There have been no elections for parent governors, no current teacher and 
no LEA representative on the governing body. How can good governance be 
maintained in this situation? 
 

10. From Louise Selvadurai to the Portfolio Holder for Education, Children and 
Families 

 
Please could Council members explain what oversight the Council has of Saint 
Olave’s grammar school in Orpington? 
 

11.  From Rita Radford to the Leader of the Council 
Can the newly appointed Leader of the Council assure the residents of the London 
Borough of Bromley that he/she will ensure that their concerns about local matters 
are given due weight? 
 

12. From David Evans to the Leader of the Council  
 
In the light of the public's overwhelming condemnation of the Biggin Hill Memorial 
Museum design is the new Leader of the Council prepared to admit that this is, to 
quote Cambridge Professor of Architecture Gavin Stamp, 'a bad divisive scheme and 
it would be a scandal if it goes ahead? 
 

13.  From Tia Fisher  
 

I would like to know why, despite the fact that St Olave's is an LEA-controlled school, 
Bromley Council does not respond to the complaints from parents and staff over a 
number of years, and has regarded the Year 12 exclusions for a grade C or below as 
'legal' when the DfE rules that they are not? 
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14. From Michael Thatcher to the Leader of the Council 
 

Is it morally defensible for one of the richest boroughs in the country to use Lottery 
funds to build the Biggin Hill museum, replacing their own legally allocated funds, 
held in escrow for many years, thus denying other deserving charities of assistance?' 
 

15. From Sarah McAleer to the Portfolio Holder for Education, Children and 
Families 

 
In view of the unlawful exclusion of St Olave’s students between Years 12 and 13 
(limiting students’ options and manipulating school results),  

a) why has the local authority not nominated its own governor to provide the 
skills, support and challenge necessary to an effective governing body? 

b) will the local authority investigate the current governance of the school, 
particularly with a focus on its accountability and transparency? 

 
16. From Julian Grainger to the Chairman of the Education, Children & Families 

Select Committee  
 

Noting that: 
i) The unlawful grade-exclusion policy at St Olave's has operated since 2011 despite 
annual challenge, seriously disrupting the lives of around 60 young people and their 
families.  
ii) The practice of barring students from sitting A-levels to manipulate league tables 
limits future options for students.  
iii) Staff and students have reported behaviour that some might consider 
"threatening."  
iv) The unprecedented number of forum and email comments from parents and 
students, recent and current, attesting to a culture described as "toxic" and 
“uncaring.”  
iv) St Olave’s has a history of ignoring regulations.  
vi) A school with excellent students and teachers deserves a leadership that does not 
undermine its academic reputation by a combination of league table manipulation 
and supine governance. 
 
Would the Chairman agree: a) that an immediate investigation into the above and 
related matters is more than justified, b) that if governance of the school is found 
wanting, an Interim Executive Board could be appointed? 

 

17.    From Tony Wright-Jones to the Chairman of the Education, Children and 
Families Select Committee 
 
St Olave’s has a growing list of deficiencies in leadership and governance such as: 
 
      a) Staff, Parent and Student complaints and concerns being ignored. 
      b) Rigging by the Head Master in the democratic election of a Chairman. 
      c) A history of Numerous regulations and statutory guidelines ignored. 
 
Would the Chairman agree the leadership appears autocratic and appropriate 
governance significantly lacking, and that; 
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    a) a proper investigation undertaken immediately;  
    b) to include a School and Governance Review; and 
    c) an Interim Executive Board is an option  
 
-  to protect students and teachers from harm. 
 

18. From Sam Russell to the Portfolio Holder for Education, Children and Families 
 
A decision about the future of Community Vision and Blenheim Nurseries is due to be 
taken at the Executive Meeting on 18thOctober. Could the Portfolio Holder summarise 
the opportunities for scrutiny related to this decision that will have taken place prior to 
this meeting? 
 

19. From Rhian Kanat to the Portfolio Holder for Education, Children and Families 
 
Please could the council provide a breakdown of the shortfall of secondary school 
places by gender in different parts of the Borough? 
 

20. From Stephen & Diana Evans to the Portfolio Holder for Renewal and 
Recreation 
 
What provision has been made in the redevelopment of Beckenham High Street for 
the parking and/or secure parking of bicycles?  
 

21. From Julie Ireland to the Portfolio Holder for Resources 
 
How many apprenticeships has the Council offered since 2014 and what is the 
current employment status of the people who took up those apprenticeships? 
 

22.  From Dr Brian Philp to the Portfolio Holder for Renewal and Recreation 
 
In January, 2015 the Prime Minster stated "we will protect the chapel and do all we 
can to protect and preserve it for future generations."  £2M of Libor money was then 
allocated for the purpose. With the intended demolition of the listed Vestry, an 
integral part of the Chapel, which part of "protect and preserve" does the Council and 
its two advisers not understand? 
 

23. From Anna Brett to the Portfolio Holder for Education, Children and Families 

FOI application 13384 MOSELEY shows Community Vision Nursery made a profit for 
3 years before 2016/2017 when it made a £16,073.00 loss. This is due to a 
£85,840.00 drop in CSC recharge, 68% less than forecast and 67% less than 
2015/2016 actuals. Please explain why this reduction has occurred? 

24. From Richard Watts to the Portfolio Holder for Education, Children and 
Families 

Is it true that the legal department of Bromley Council advised the Head of St Olave's 
5 years ago that a results based 6th form progression policy was unlawful? 
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25. From Louise Selvadurai to the Portfolio Holder for Education, Children and 
Families 
 
Please could Council members confirm when a representative of the LEA will be 
confirmed as a governor of Saint Olave’s Grammar school in Orpington? 
 

26. From Rita Radford to the Leader of the Council 
 
Will the newly appointed Leader strive to ensure the reputation of London Borough of 
Bromley Council is beyond reproach? 
 

27. From David Evans to the Leader of the Council 
 
Does the Leader agree with me that the St George's Royal Air Force Chapel of 
Remembrance is a most sensitive site with regard to its development? 
 

28. From Tia Fisher to the Portfolio Holder for Education, Children and Families 
 
When will there be representation from the LEA on the St Olave’s Board of 
Governors? 
 

29. From Sarah McAleer to the Portfolio Holder for Education, Children and 
Families 
 
Can the Portfolio Holder please tell me the date(s) on which the Council gave 
permission for any such St Olave’s company/companies to be set up?  
 

30. From Sam Russell to the Portfolio Holder for Education, Children and Families 
 
In report CS14073, section 3.10, it is stated that additional nurseries in Penge “do not 
have sufficient capacity to accommodate the volumes currently accessing 
Community Vision Nursery.” Would this, in the Portfolio Holder’s opinion, be evidence 
that no other provider is willing to provide childcare? 
 

31. From Anna Brett to the Portfolio Holder for Education, Children and Families 

Has anyone body responsible for making the decision to close Community Vision 
actually visited the nursery? If not, are there plans for this visit to happen before the 
Executive Meeting on 18th October? 

32. From Louise Selvadurai to the Portfolio Holder for Education, Children and 
Families 
 
Please could council members explain what action the council and the borough's 
Department for Education Services is taking after Saint Olave’s Grammar school's 
policy of removing pupils from the school based on academic achievement at the end 
of Year 12 was deemed to be unlawful by the Department for Education? 
 

33. From David Evans to the Leader of the Council 
 
When the London Borough of Bromley agreed to take on the RAF Chapel did they 
realise that they did so on behalf of the nation? 
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34. From Tia Fisher to the Portfolio Holder for Education, Children and Families 
 
How can teachers and parents of students at St Olave’s pursue an investigation into 
the governing body and senior management of the school in order to expose and 
correct the lack of pastoral care, lack of whistle-blowing policy, and the authoritarian 
nature of the regime imposed by the headmaster and Senior Leadership Team, who 
do not listen to concerns from staff, parents and students? 
 
 
 


